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Making Information Easier to Find Is Goal

Pioneering Pennsylvania Judiciary Web Site Gets New Look
by Stu Ditzen

The Pennsylvania court system has a new Web site
designed with the goal of helping people easily find infor-
mation they want and need from and about the courts.

The site was launched on Sept. 22 after a total
makeover of the court system’s pioneering original Web site
that went online 13 years ago.

The new site is organized to present a wide variety of
court data and information to Internet users in a direct and
clear manner. Pages are designed with a uniform appear-
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A major feature of the new site is a refined search
capability that enables users to do more precise site
(Web Site continued on page 12)
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Courts Move to Ease Pressure on
Mortgage Foreclosures

Superior Court
Mediation

A number of Pennsylvania Counties,
led by Philadelphia, are considering or
have taken step to help homeowners
hold onto their homes.

The goal is partly to aid victims of
predatory lending schemes who obtained
mortgages at high subprime interest
rates and now face sheriff’s sales, and
partly to preserve judicial resources in
courthouses seeing floods of foreclosure
filings.

To stem such a flood in Philadelphia,
then Common Pleas Court President
Judge C. Darnell Jones Il ordered that all
owner-occupied properties facing fore-
closure were to be listed for “conciliation

conferences” before sheriff’s sales could
occur in April.

Others operating or planning foreclo-
sure programs include courts in Alleghe-
ny, Blair and Lackawanna counties.

The conciliation conference was the
centerpiece of an unusual “Residential
Mortgage Foreclosure Diversion Pilot
Program” established by Jones and
Administrative Judge D. Webster Keogh
to deal with the foreclosure crisis as it hit
Philadelphia. Foreclosure rates were
running so high that Philadelphia Sheriff
John Green had declared a moratorium
on sheriff’s sales.

(Foreclosures continued on page 9)
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New to the Judicial Branch

Counties

Maureen T. Beime - Bradford - Common Pleas Court
judge

Joyce O. Eubanks - Philadelphia - Common Pleas Court
judge

Timothy McCullough - Washington - deputy district court
administrator

Joseph J. Musto - Luzerne - Common Pleas Court judge
Angeles Roca - Philadelphia - Common Pleas Court judge
Joseph K. Williams IlI - Allegheny - Common Pleas Court
judge

Leonard N. Zito - Northampton - Common Pleas Court
judge

AOPC

Jamie Bell - Judicial Automation - help desk operator-CP
James Benson - Judicial Automation - server technician
Angela Francisco - Judicial Automation - help desk
operator-ASAP

Dustin Jones - Judicial Automation - database analyst
Heather Knapp - Finance - payroll technician

Jaime Komacki - Administrative Services - purchasing
technician

Jennifer LaBelle - Legal - attorney

Cathleen Pearman - Judicial Automation - IT specialist
Shavonne Santana - Administrative Services - conference
coordinator

Cindy Song - Judicial Automation - database administrator

Appointments

Counties

James E. McMahon - Mercer County - appointed senior
magisterial district judge

C. Joseph Rehkamp - Perry/Juniata Counties - appointed
senior judge

Lawrence T. Silvis - Mercer County - appointed senior
magisterial district judge

Other Job Changes
AOPC

Pamela Walker - Judicial Automation - attorney -
appointed counsel of Minor Court Rules Committee

Deaths

Counties

Harry J. Bradley - Delaware - senior Common Pleas Court
judge

David W. Brandon - Allegheny - deputy court
administrator

Charles M. Morrissey - Allegheny - former (senior) district
justice

Resignations

Counties

C. Damell Jones Il - Philadelphia - president judge -
appointed to U.S. District Court

Mitchell S. Goldberg - Bucks - Common Pleas Court judge
- appointed to U.S. District Court

James E. McMahon - Mercer - magisterial district judge

(Transitions continued on page 14)

11 New Year’s Day Holiday

1/19 Martin Luther King, Jr.Holiday

1/26-1/30 Commonwealth Court Session (Pgh.)

2/5 Supreme Court Administrative Session
(Phila.)

2/6-2/8 Superior Court Session (Phila.)

2/13-2/16 Superior Court Session (Hbg., Pgh.)

2/16 Presidents’ Day Holiday

2/27-2/29 Superior Court Session (Phila.)

2/19-2/22 State Trial Judges Mid-Annual
Conference (Pgh.)

2/23-2/27 Commonwealth Court Session (Phila.)
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2/24-2/26 Superior Court Session (Phila. Hbg.,
Pgh.)

3/2-3/6 Supreme Court Session (Pgh.)

3/17-3/19 Superior Court Session (Hbg., Pgh.,
Mercer)

3/25 Supreme Court Administrative Session
(Hbg.)

3/30-4/3 Commonwealth Court Session (Hbg.)

3/31-4/1 Superior Court Session (Phila.)

4/10 Good Friday Holiday

4/14-4/17 Supreme Court Session (Phila.)

4/21-4/23 Superior Court Session (Pgh.)




A Cup of Kindness

Should auld acquaintance be forgot
and never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintaince be forgot
and days of auld lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my dear,
for auld lang syne,
we'll take a cup of kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

There is a scene in “When Harry Met Sally” when
the song “Auld Lang Syne” is being played at a New
Year’s party. Harry says that he really never under-
stood what the song meant. “l mean, ‘Should old
acquaintance be forgot?’ Does that mean that we
should forget old acquaintances, or does it mean if we
happened to forget them, we should remember them,
which is not possible because we already forgot?”

Harry makes a good point. It is a song not easily
understood.

The new year has been celebrated since ancient
times. The Babylonians celebrated the “new year”
probably in March with the fresh promise of Spring
when Nature is re-born. The Romans eventually

by Zig Pines
placed the new year in the month of January, repre-

sented by the mythological two-faced Janus, who looks
back at the old year and forward to the new.

The new year song is, in many ways, a poignant
expression of change and man'’s relation to time.
Translated, “"Auld Lang Syne” means “old long since”
or “long long ago.” The poem (allegedly created by
Robert Burns in 1788) is sung worldwide to a tradition-
al Scottish melody. We sing these lyrics when we cross
the mystical time line into another year. It is a moment
that invokes so many emotions—happiness, regret,
loss, anticipation, uncertainty, gratitude and hope.

As we welcome the new year, especially in a time of
great uncertainty and hardship, let us raise a “cup of
kindness” and recall a famous Austrian poet’s (Rainer
Maria Rilke) toast to a new year of endless possibilities:

And now let us welcome the new year—full of
things that have never been.

[Note: Part Il of Zig’s column “Our Changing World”
will appear in the next issue of AOPConnected.]

Around the Judiciary

On November 7, 2008, Chief
Justice Ronald D. Castille (front
row, center) spoke to visiting
Chinese jurists in the Supreme
Court courtroom in Philadelphia
on “How Elected Judges Main-
tain Their Independence.” The
event was part of the “Judicial
Education Program,” hosted by
Temple University’s Beasley
School of Law in cooperation
with the Supreme People’s Court
of China. In this program, Chi-
nese jurists visit the United
States to learn about the Ameri-
can court system. The Chinese
legal system is currently in the
process of reform.




‘Solid Results’ Propel Superior Court Mediation
Program’s Westward Expansion

The Superior Court of Pennsyl-
vania’s mediation program, which
began in Philadelphia and the East-
ern District in 2006, has expanded
to Pittsburgh and the Western Dis-
trict.

Superior Court President Judge
Kate Ford Elliott announced in Sep-
tember the hiring of Ann L. Begler,
a Pittsburgh lawyer with extensive
mediation experience, to run the
Western District program, which will
concentrate on mediation of civil,
family-related and orphans’ court
appeals.

President Judge Ford Elliott said
Begler will choose cases for media-
tion from appeals pending on the
Superior Court docket. Participation
in the program will be mandatory.
If a case is not resolved in media-
tion, it will be returned to the dock-
et to be reviewed and resolved by
the court in the normal appeals
process.

Begler, a former litigator who
shifted her practice solely to media-
tion, said mediation can often be
preferable to litigation, particularly
in family disputes, business conflicts
and medical malpractice cases,
because it can help to reduce hos-
tility and enable people to partici-
pate in solving their own problems.

“Mediation can actually resolve
the true conflict that underlies the
legal dispute resulting in an ending
that truly lets people move for-
ward,” she said.

Begler will work part-time for
the Superior Court while maintain-
ing a private practice that includes
both mediation and consultation
services at her firm, the Begler
Group.

The Superior Court’s mediation
program began on a pilot basis in
the Eastern District in 2006 and has

by Stu Ditzen

now been made permanent. Presi-
dent Judge Ford Elliott said the pro-
gram, operated by P. Douglas Sisk,
a private attorney and mediator in
Philadelphia, has shown solid
results with one in three cases cho-
sen for mediation ending in settle-
ment.

President Judge Ford Elliott said
her goal eventually is to include
mediation in the Superior Court’s
Middle District and thus to extend
the court’s mediation program
statewide.

“Mediation is a non-confronta-
tional process for the resolution of
disputes,” she said. “It helps liti-
gants to resolve their problems and
saves them time and money. At the
same time, this program enables
the Superior Court to use its
resources to better manage its
extremely busy caseload.”

Design Work to Begin on New Philadelphia Family

Court Home

by Stu Ditzen

It was a small step, but the signing of a design con-
tract in September officially launched the beginning of
work on a long-awaited new home for the Philadelphia
Family Court.

A planned high-rise building in Center City Philadel-
phia will replace two outdated facilities that for years
have housed the domestic and juvenile branches of
family court.

“The antiquated facilities of family court in two
completely separate locations are long overdue for
replacement,” said Chief Justice of Pennsylvania
Ronald D. Castille, who serves as the Supreme Court’s
liaison to the Philadelphia courts. “It has been our
goal for many years to unify the court at a single loca-
tion to better serve the citizens of Philadelphia.”

The Pennsylvania legislature approved $200 million
for construction of the Family Court building in this
year’s capital budget, but those funds have not as yet
been released by the governor.
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The design contract will be paid from a special
Philadelphia court fund called the “Family Court Facility
Fund,” which receives revenue from a 20 percent sur-
charge on civil court filings in Philadelphia.

The prospective site of the family court building is
an open lot on the northwest corner of 15th and Arch
Streets.

The design contract was signed by David C.
Lawrence, administrator of the Philadelphia courts, and
Donald W. Pulver, president of Oliver Tyrone Pulver
Corp., the site developer.

The contract authorizes the payment of up to
$250,000 for initial design work. The work is intended
in part to determine whether all components of Family
Court can be combined at 15th and Arch under cur-
rent zoning, which limits the height of a building that
can be constructed on the site. No date has been set
for start of construction.




Seven Guiding Principals Define

Accepted Conduct of Judges
by Joseph A. Massa Jr., Esq.

“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to
test a man'’s character, give him power.”

— Abraham Lincoln
The ethical standards for judges, enforced by the Judicial Conduct Board, are

established by the Pennsylvania Code of Judicial Conduct and the Rules Governing
the Standards of Conduct of Magisterial District Judges.

The first code of judicial ethics in the
U.S. was adopted as an advisory code by
the American Bar Association (ABA) in
1924. In 1972 the ABA adopted a new
Model Code, which became the basis for
most state ethics codes, including Pennsylvania’s. The Pennsylvania Code was
adopted November 21, 1973, effective January 1, 1974.

The Pennsylvania Code of Judicial Conduct consists of seven canons.

Board Matters

Canon 1 helps explain the responsibility of members of the judiciary. It
describes the relationship between high ethical standards, public confidence in the
courts and judicial independence. It provides that judges should participate in
establishing, maintaining and enforcing, and should themselves observe, high stan-
dards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary may be
preserved.

The principles of the remaining canons are stated generally and serve to
organize the specific rules of conduct required of judges.

For example, Canon 2 provides that a judge SHALL avoid impropriety and the
appearance of impropriety; respect and comply with the law and act at all times in
a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the
judiciary. It applies to all of a judge’s conduct, both professional and personal.

Canon 3 addresses the separate adjudicative, administrative and disqualifica-
tion responsibilities of judges, focusing on actual and perceived impartiality, behav-
ior on the bench, temperament, demeanor, efficiency and disqualification issues.

Canon 4 addresses permissible quasi-judicial activities (such as speaking,
teaching or other actions concerning improvement of the law, the legal system or
the administration of justice).

Canon 5 emphasizes the round-the-clock responsibilities of judges by address-
ing the judge’s extra-judicial, avocational, governmental, civic, charitable, financial
and fiduciary activities.

Canon 6 deals with permissible compensation received for quasi-judicial and
extra-judicial activities.

Canon 7 addresses political activity.

The vast majority of complaints filed with the board allege conduct which vio-
lates Canons 2 and 3.

If you are about to engage in some conduct, but feel there may be an ethical
problem, consider adopting a California judge’s suggestion to apply the “headline
test” when deciding whether or not certain conduct is appropriate: would you

(Board Matters continued on page 14)
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Nationally Known Youth Expert Featured at Child
Dependency Training Sessions

In September the Supreme Court held three child
dependency training sessions featuring Kevin Campbell,
a nationally known youth permanency expert and cre-
ator of Family Finding, a program aimed at finding lost
or forgotten individuals willing to provide lifelong sup-
port for abused and neglected children.

“With enhanced judicial oversight and strength-
based, family-led practices, our overriding goals are
safely to keep children in their homes; return others to
their homes and when staying or returning home is not
possible, quickly to find the best alternative permanent
home for every child,” Supreme Court Justice Max Baer
said. A former administrative judge of family court in
Allegheny County, Justice Baer is guiding efforts to help
children and families in the court system on behalf of
the Supreme Court.

More than 300 judges and state, county and pri-
vate sector children and youth professionals from 15
counties volunteered to be part of the initiative’s first
phase. The counties are enhancing child services and
practices, including the implementation of Family Find-
ing and three-month reviews for every child in the fos-
ter care system. Typically court review hearings are
held every six months.

More than 300 judges and children and youth profession-
als attended the three training sessions.

In addition, the counties are entering all dependen-
cy cases into the state’s computerized Common Pleas
Case Management System Dependency Module,
designed to track more than 30 performance measures
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by Steve Schell

recommended
by the National
Council for
Juvenile and
Family Court,
the National
Center for State
Courts and the
American Bar
Association
Center on Chil-
dren and the
Law. The
detailed com-
puterized track-
ing of depend-
ency cases
promises to pro-
vide vital statistics for the court’s efforts to help children
and families.

Kevin Campbell is a nationally
known youth permanency expert.

Other counties will be joining this initiative in 2009,
with an expectation that all counties in Pennsylvania
will move to this type of permanency practice.

The Supreme Court’s efforts are administered by
Sandy Moore, administrator of the Administrative
Office of Pennsylvania Courts’ Office of Children &
Families in the Court (OCFC), in close partnership
with the state Department of Public Welfare's
Office of Children, Youth & Families. Additional
support and guidance for the initiative is provided
by the Pennsylvania Family Group Decision-Mak-
ing Leadership Team, the Statewide Adoption Per-
manency Network, the Community Action Associ-
ation of Pennsylvania and the University of Pitts-
burgh’s School of Social Work and Child Welfare
Training Program.

For more information contact Sandy Moore at
717-795-2685.

In related developments, Justice Baer moderat-
ed the Making Lasting Changes through Family
Connections Conference on November 13 and 14
in State College. Nearly 200 dependency judges
and child welfare professionals attended the confer-
ence, which included presentations by Kevin Campbell
and Betsy Crane, lead researcher for Family Develop-
ment, and a panel of judges speaking to changes in
their dependency court processes.

(OCFC continued on page 10)




We Learn Something New Every Day

In the modern workplace,
employees face a constant barrage
of information flowing from elec-
tronic sources like e-mails; “webi-
nars” and online newsletters and
“live” sources like meetings, train-
ing sessions and co-workers. Just
when we thought everyone had
reached information overload,

a recent Human Resources
(HR) survey indicated AOPC
staff actually were looking to
learn more.

In July Human Resources
Analyst Hiliary Bower created
and disseminated an online sur-
vey to AOPC staff to determine
interest in a proposed series of
lunchtime training sessions. The
response was overwhelming—219
employees responded (almost 70%
of staff), many within the first 30
minutes of the survey’s release,
resulting in a new Lunch & Learn
program.

Based on the response, training
topics were prioritized so the most
popular topics—medical benefits,

Jane Kuklish, a regional manager for the State Employees
Retirement System, conducted a Lunch & Learn session in
Mechanicsburg on the state’s retirement and pension pro-
gram.

retirement, classification and pay
and performance evaluations—
would be presented first. Each
presentation is designed to run
about one hour, and employees are
encouraged to eat lunch during the
sessions.

Future sessions will cover
the judiciary’s classification/
pay plan and the performance

evaluation process.

Fifty-four employees attended
the first presentation on the Judicia-
ry benefits programs. Human
Resources staff Nancy Kranz, Beth
Schneider and Leah Somers provid-
ed an overview of our medical, den-
tal, vision and prescription plans
and other benefits, including life,
disability and long-term care insur-
ance. The session was designed to
enhance employee understanding
of our excellent benefit programs
and to
answer
specific
questions.

Eighty-six
AOPC
employees
attended
other ses-
sions about
their retire-
ment
plans. Pre-
senters
from the
State
Employees’
Retirement
System
(SERS) did

by David W. Kutz

an excellent job of explaining a
complex system in easily understood
language.

Future sessions will cover the
judiciary’s classification/pay plan
and the performance evaluation
process. Employees will receive e-

mail invitations to these presenta-
tions for the training dates.

Additional planning is
underway to offer programs on
topics including financial plan-
ning, health/wellness, emer-
gency preparedness and deal-

ing with workplace challenges.
While the survey provided a com-
prehensive list of potential topics,
employees are encouraged to con-
tact Human Resources with sugges-
tions for future Lunch & Learn pro-
grams.

In addition to the Lunch &
Learn programs, HR is also devel-
oping a leadership and manage-
ment skills training plan for AOPC
managers. Details of this program
will not be finalized until early
2009, but it will involve a series of
training sessions designed to
enhance management capabilities
throughout the AOPC. Individuals
included in this training will receive
additional information in the near
future.

We are pleased to learn many
AOPC employees are interested in
finding out more about the work-
related programs and policies that
affect them, and we are happy to
provide information that may
enhance everyone’s workplace
experience. We encourage employ-
ees to attend these presentations,
ask questions and contact Human
Resources if questions arise outside
the training sessions.

[David Kutz is the AOPC’s Director
of Human Resources.]




Teachers Learn about Judicial System

The Supreme Court hosted the first-ever “Teacher
Institute on the Judiciary” in its Harrisburg chambers to
promote civics education and foster a better under-
standing of the courts.

Thirty-eight mid-state teachers attended this inten-
sive and interactive day of learning and discussion
about the state and federal courts and constitutions.
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(From left) U. S. District Court Judge John E. Jones I,
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille and
Third Circuit Court of Appeals Judge/First Lady of
Pennsylvania Marjorie O. Rendell opened the pro-
gram.

Opening remarks were provided by Chief Justice of
Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille; Judge Marjorie O.
Rendell, Third Circuit Court of Appeals and First Lady
of Pennsylvania, and Judge John E. Jones Ill, U.S. Dis-
trict Court.

“For us on the Supreme Court, it's gratifying to see
that teachers gathered here to learn more about the
state courts and about our federal and state constitu-
tions,” Chief Justice Castille said. “We in the judiciary
believe there is a great need—a vital need—for stu-
dents and even for adults in our society to better under-
stand the courts and their role, and to recognize the
fundamental purpose of an independent judiciary in
our democratic society.

“Civics education is a maintenance program for
freedom,” he added.

The institute was also sponsored by the Pennsylva-
nia Coalition for Representative Democracy (Penn-
CORD), a partnership of the Governor’s Office of the
First Lady, the National Constitution Center, the state
Department of Education and the Pennsylvania Bar
Association (PBA) and is supported by the Supreme
Court’s Judicial Independence Commission.
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by Steve Schell

Judge Rendell said, “We want every school to be
able to prepare its students to understand and partici-
pate in their communities, society and government.
We want active civic learning, knowledge, public
action, leading to democratic deliberation.”

The Judicial Independence Commission, with its co-
chairs, Chief Justice Emeritus John Flaherty and former
Justice James Fitzgerald Ill, is committed to the goal of

improved civics education and working with the PBA
and PennCORD toward that end.

Judge Jones told the participants that, “our system
of justice, our judiciary is a jewel in the world and
something we need to pay some abundance of atten-
tion to in terms of instructing students.”

One of the highlights of the day included a mock
Supreme Court argument with four teachers in the role
of justices sitting with Justice J. Michael Eakin, Superior
Court Judge Jack Panella and Dauphin County Presi-
dent Judge Richard A. Lewis. The group examined a
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania decision, Theodore v.
Delaware Valley, guided by experienced attorneys Andy
Susko and Renardo Hicks.

The institute also featured a roundtable discussion
titled “Judges on Judging” with Justice Eakin, Judges
Panella and Lewis and Magisterial District Judge David
H. Judy among the participants. The discussion was
moderated by Justice Fitzgerald.

Stephen M. Feiler, Ph.D, Director of Judicial Educa-
tion at the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania
Courts, served as Master of Ceremonies while David K.

Small group discussion, here led by Superior Court
Judge Jack Panella (second from right), helped the
teachers prepare for the mock Supreme Court argu-
ment of Theodore v. Delaware Valley.

(Teachers Institute continued on next page)




Teachers Institute, continued from page 8

Trevaskis, Esqg. of the Pennsylvania Bar Association,
led an introductory group exercise comparing the
United States and Pennsylvania constitutions.

Dr. Francis Graham Lee, a political science pro-
fessor at St. Joseph’s University, discussed the fed-
eral and state constitutional bases for judicial
review through examination of historic cases. His
comments included an exposition of the differences
between original intent, interpretivism and non-
interpretivism.

Dr. Bruce A. Murphy, Kirby Professor of Civil
Rights at Lafayette College, provided an examina-
tion of how the United States Supreme Court has
changed its role over the course of history, showing
how this affects the division of powers between the
federal and state governments. Discussion of the
incorporation of the Bill of Rights nationally was
supplemented with an examination of the Declaration
of Rights in the Pennsylvania Constitution and the
national resurgence of state constitutions being used by
state courts as a basis of protecting individual rights.

Participating teachers gave the institute high marks
and many of them indicated that the information

l

Judge Panella (third from left), Supreme Court Justice J.
Michael Eakin (center), Dauphin County President Judge
Richard A. Lewis (third from right) and four teachers hear
arguments during the mock examination.

provided would be invaluable in developing teaching
materials for use in their classes.

The Court is planning additional sessions for
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in early 2009.

Foreclosures, continued from page 1

In the court-ordered conciliation conferences,
homeowners and lenders are called together to try to
work out a renegotiation or some other solution to the
homeowners’ mortgage arrearages. Members of the
Philadelphia Bar Association represent homeowners on
a pro bono basis at the conferences. Volunteer lawyers
also act as judges pro tem.

“The main goal of the conciliation conference is to
insure early intervention in determining eligibility under
various federal, state and local programs established to
facilitate loan work-out and other solutions to permit
residential homeowners to retain their properties,”
Jones said in announcing the program. “The pilot pro-
gram will assist the court and litigants to better resolve
these cases and, most importantly, may result in many
homeowners keeping their homes.”

According to the latest figures, Philadelphia court
officials reported that 1,019 foreclosure cases had
been scheduled for conciliation conferences; 227
homes had been saved from sheriff’s sale through the
program and another 200 sheriff’s sales had been
postponed with the prospect that about one-third of
those foreclosure cases were likely to be resolved.

Residential foreclosure rates are soaring around the
country. Many low- and moderate-income homeown-
ers who obtained mortgages at high subprime rates

have been unable to meet their payments and are
going, or have already gone, into default.

Viewed in the broadest terms, the effort in Philadel-
phia and other counties to help homeowners stay in
their homes also can help to stabilize the housing mar-
ket and, by extension, help to bolster economic recov-
ery.

When he introduced Philadelphia’s foreclosure
diversion program, Judge Jones spoke of the potential
“devastating effect” of mass foreclosures—the loss to
homeowners, lenders and investors, the loss of tax rev-
enue to the city. All of that, he said, was reason for
court intervention and an attempt to find a “systematic
solution” to deal with the problem.

[U.S. Sens. Arlen Specter and Robert P. Casey Jr. are
encouraging Pennsylvania counties to consider starting
a mortgage foreclosure program, if they haven’t
already started one. Both senators have held hearings
around the Commonwealth on the development of
case management systems that require court confer-
ences between borrowers and lenders prior to foreclo-
sures resulting in sheriff’s sales. —Editor.]

—Stu Ditzen




Rule 509—Public Access to UJS Financial Records

Courts and offices of the Unified Judicial System
(UJS) are preparing for January 1—the effective date
of amendments to Rule of Judicial Administration 509.
Adopted by the Supreme Court last June, the changes
to Rule 509 essentially formalize practices that the judi-
ciary considers “business as usual,” that is, making
the judiciary’s financial records open and accessible to
the public upon request.

To expand accessibility of the judiciary’s financial
information, Rule 509 requires Internet posting of UJS
contract and purchase order information starting Janu-
ary 1. Information on purchase orders and contracts
(including amendments) valued at $5,000.00 and
more must be made available to the public within 10
days of being fully executed by the vendor and a UJS
court or office (to include the AOPC, Supreme Court
boards and committees and other judicial district court
administrative units).

County funding of the local court systems and,
more specifically, the level of court involvement in
county procurement processes will determine whether
the Web site contains postings from each local court
system. It is evident that in some counties execution of
contracts and purchase orders are fully administered by
county personnel, not the courts. Act 3 of 2008, Penn-
sylvania’s Right-to-Know Law, established the creation
of a similar Web site by the Treasury Department,
although the act excludes counties and other local gov-
ernment agencies from the requirements of posting on
Treasury’s Web site.

The UJS Web site will capture the following infor-
mation on contracts and purchase orders: relevant
dates, document numbers, subject matter descriptions,
monetary amounts and the names of the “contracting”
UJS court or office and vendor. When launched by the
AOPC, the site will contain information dating back to
July 1, 2008.

Members of the public will be able to search,
review and print summary information regarding a pur-

by Andrea B. Tuominen

chase order or contract. The search results page will
return information in grids, similar to the UJS Web por-
tal docket sheets, with the ability to view or print indi-
vidual or multiple records. The public will also be able
to send an e-mail request to the appropriate contact at
the AOPC or local court requesting a copy of or more
details on the item of interest.

Whether via the UJS Web site, e-mail, mail, fax or
in person, public requesters may make written requests
to inspect and/or copy a “financial record,” a term
specifically defined by Rule 509. A request form has
been designed by the AOPC for such purpose.

Responses to public requests will be issued by a
UJS records manager (either the AOPC or designee of
the president judge) within 10 business days. Under
Rule 509 UJS records managers are not required to
compile or organize financial records in a manner that
is different from how they are currently maintained, for-
matted or organized to fulfill public requests.

Reasonable fees incurred in responding to public
access requests may be charged under Rule 509. The
AOPC's fee schedule, request form and related infor-
mation can be found on the UJS Web site—just click
on the "Public Access” button at the bottom of the
main page.

The rule also encourages judicial districts to post
such information on local court Web sites.

[As part of the AOPC’s commitment to training and
communication on public access, Ralph Hunsicker,
Judicial Automation senior projects director, and
Andrea Tuominen presented a program on the subject
at the November PACM conference.]

[For more information on public access, visit the UJS
public access page at www.pacourts.us/T/AOPC/
PublicAccessPolicy.htm.]

[Andrea Tuominen is the AOPC’s assistant court
administrator.]

OCFC, continued from page 6

In addition, Moore said the OCFC’s seminar enti-
tled, “Promoting Family Connections through
Court/Agency/Community Partnership,” has been
selected for presentation at the 17th National Confer-
ence on Child Abuse and Neglect, to be held in
Atlanta, Georgia, March 30-April 4, 2009.
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The OCFC dalso is planning a Statewide Child
Dependency conference in September 2009, and
efforts are moving forward for the development of a
Child Dependency Bench Book, slated to be published
in August 2009.




AOPC Employee Service Milestones

A number of AOPC employees have reached Elizabeth Parsons - Judicial Automation
service milestones between October and Decem- Mary-Jo Vaskorlis - Judicial Automation
ber 2008. They are:
10 Years
30 Years Linda Botti - Judicial Automation
Zig Pines - State Court Administrator Chris Patton - Judicial Automation
Kristen Swauger - Judical Automation
25 Years Judy Tosten - Judicial Automation
Rose Mary Figazzotto - Research & Statistics Jennifer Williams - Judicial Automation

Kimberly Ross-Seals - Judicial Automation
15 Years

Bill Mahan - Judicial Automation
Samantha Kling - Judicial Automation

Around the Judiciary

The long-awaited opening of the new
Chester County Justice Center marked the
first time in about 30 years that all court-
related departments were operating under
one roof. The seven-story structure at
201 West Market Street in West Chester
houses courtrooms, judges’ chambers,
court administration, filing and law
enforcement functions. Many depart-
ments—domestic relations, juvenile pro-
bation, court reporters and the county’s |
law library—were operating out of rented (L to r above) Commissioners Kathi Cozzone and Carol
Aichele and President Judge Paula Francisco Ott officially
open the new justice center. Below: the new Chester
County Justice Center.

space elsewhere in the county government seat rather
than under one roof. Other government administrative
offices, including those of the treasurer, controller and
commissioners, will remain in the former courthouse,
and the historic courtrooms will be reserved for cere-
monies. The 422,000-square-foot building took about
three years to build and came in under budget at
around $100 million.

11




Web Site, continued from page 1

searches than in the past. Within the category of
appellate court opinions, users also have a highly use-
ful research device: they are be able to do “content
searches” using specific search terms. That capability
was not previously available on the old site.

The Web site’s home page provides users with
direct access to court opinions for the Supreme, Superi-
or and Commonwealth courts as well as direct access
to Web docket sheets for appellate courts, criminal trial
courts and magisterial district courts. These are
among the most widely sought items of information on
the site.

The site also is designed to enable users to easily
navigate backward without having to return to the
home page, simply by clicking on a tab for another

desired page. These tabs remain in view on the left
and at the top of the page at all times.

Planning for the redesigned site took more than
two years.

A second phase of the Web redesign, in which
additional features are being planned, is currently in
progress. One of those features will be a “For the Judi-
ciary” page for use by judges and court personnel.

Anyone with questions or comments about the Web
site can e-mail aopcweb@pacourts.us.

[Note: AOPConnected, including back issues, is also
available on the new Web site at www.pacourts.us/T/
AOPC/Newsletters.htm.—Editor]

[Stu Ditzen is the AOPC'’s assistant for communica-
tions.]

Statewide List Compiled by AOPC Made Available to

Expand Juror Pool

All Pennsylvania counties were given the names of
potential jurors for the first time ever from a central
statewide jury list compiled by the AOPC.

The statewide list, containing more than 11.5 mil-
lion names, is designed to considerably expand existing
county jury pools by identifying more citizens who are
eligible to serve as jurors.

“There has never been a
statewide list of this kind in
Pennsylvania,” Chief Justice of
Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille

has developed its own jury list
using voter information, Penn-
DOT records and other data.
We anticipate that our new data will improve on exist-
ing lists everywhere. If you vote, pay taxes, drive a car
or receive welfare or food stamps, your name is on our
list.”

The statewide jury list was created after passage of
a 2007 Pennsylvania statute that enabled the AOPC to
receive citizen information from the files of the Pennsyl-
vania departments of Revenue, Transportation, Welfare
and State.

“We created the statewide jury list with the aim of
helping county courts identify more potential jurors to
include in their jury pools,” Chief Justice Castille said.

12

“We hope this program will
enhance the administration of
justice and bolster one of the
said. “In the past, each county  mpst basic rights held by all our
citizens, that of trial by jury.”

by Stu Ditzen

“We hope this program will enhance the administration
of justice and bolster one of the most basic rights held
by all our citizens, that of trial by jury.”

More than 24 million names of state taxpayers,
drivers, voters and others were sent to the AOPC from
those departments. The lists were “scrubbed” by the
AOPC’s Judicial Automation
Department to eliminate as
much duplication as possible,
and reduced to an 11.5 mil-
lion-name master list. The
master list, in turn, was broken
down on a geographic basis,
county by county. Each county
may use the data or may use
its own data to identify and
summon prospective jurors. New lists will be provided
by the AOPC each year.

“As with all multiple source lists, some duplication
of information is inevitable, but we feel certain that the
statewide jury list will provide the counties with larger
and more diverse jury pools,” Court Administrator of
Pennsylvania Zygmont A. Pines said. “Had it not been
for the sophisticated capability of our Judicial Automa-
tion Department, the statewide jury list would not have
been possible.”




Honors & Dispatches

Chief Justice of Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille and
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Judge Annette M.
Rizzo recently were honored by the Justinian Society of
Philadelphia during a luncheon at the Union League in
Philadelphia. The chief justice served as the keynote
speaker for the luncheon while Judge Rizzo was pre-
sented with the Judge Lisa A. Richette Outstanding
Woman in the Law Award.

*k%x

Supreme Court Justice Debra Todd presented the wel-
coming remarks at the National Conference of Appel-
late Court Clerks’ annual meeting in Pittsburgh. Also
in attendance were Justices J. Michael Eakin and Sea-
mus P. McCaffrey and Court Administrator of Pennsyl-
vania Zygmont A. Pines. The AOPC’s Director of Judi-
cial Automation, Amy Ceraso, was a coordinator at the
gathering, which included sessions on ethics and tech-
nology, performance measures and ergonomics in the
workplace. Irene Bizzoso, deputy prothonotary of the
Supreme Court’s middle district, hosted the event.
Karen Bramblett, Superior Court prothonotary and
Charles O’Connor Jr. and Eleanor Valecko, Superior
Court deputy prothonotaries, along with John Vaskov,
Supreme Court deputy prothonotary, all co-hosted.
Michael Krimmel, chief clerk of the Commonwealth
Court, was among the conference attendees.

*k*

Supreme Court Justice Seamus P. McCaffery was
appointed by Gov. Ed Rendell to serve on the Pennsyl-
vania Commission on Crime and Delinquency. The
commission is the state’s leading criminal justice plan-
ning agency, collaborating with state and local officials
and others to reduce crime and delinquency in the
Commonwealth.

*k%x

Berks County Senior Judge Albert Stallone spoke about
his experiences on the bench at Albright College’s Con-
stitution Day lecture in Reading. The lecture was
called “A View from the Bench: U.S. Constitution and
Service to Berks County.”

*k%x

Ralph J. Cappy, Chief Justice of Pennsylvania Retired
has been named to a panel studying the use of elec-
tronic shock devices, or Tasers, in Allegheny County.
The 10-member group of police chiefs, attorneys and
jurists is tasked with making recommendations for pro-
tocols on their use to County District Attorney Stephen
A. Zappala Jr.

U.S. District Court Judge Lagrome Davis, a former
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court judge, was honored
by the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Association.
Judge Davis was the group’s 2008 Raymond J. Harley
honoree at the event, which was held at the Pyramid
Club in Philadelphia.

*k*

The Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark, administrative judge of
the Family Division of the Allegheny Court of Common
Pleas, was elected to the Board of Trustees of the
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
during the organization’s 7 1st Annual Conference in
Norfolk, Va.

*k*

The Pennsylvania Justice Network’s (JNET), statewide
consolidated warrant search, was honored by the
National Association of State Chief Information Offi-
cers. JNET won the association’s data, information
and knowledge management category award. Pennsyl-
vania’s tool was one of only 10 state information tech-
nology initiatives recognized by the association for out-
standing achievement in information technology.

*k*

Philadelphia Common Pleas Senior Judge Albert W.
Sheppard Jr. was honored by the Philadelphia Bar
Association at its quarterly meeting. He was presented
with the 2008 Justice William J. Brennan Jr. Distin-
guished Jurist Award in recognition for adhering to the
highest ideals of judicial service. Judge Sheppard
presided in the family, criminal and civil divisions and
presently heads the First Judicial District’'s commerce
court.

*k*

The criminal division of Allegheny Common Pleas
Court held its third annual “National Day of Remem-
brance” to honor the memory of those who have lost
their lives to violence, and victims and children affected
by violence. Criminal Division Administrative Judge
Donna Jo McDaniel was among the featured speakers,
which also included Helen M. Lynch, criminal court
administrator. Those who lost a loved one were
encouraged to write the person’s name on one of the
many red balloons that where ceremoniously launched
in the county courthouse courtyard.

*k*
Allegheny County Juvenile Court celebrated its 75th

anniversary this year during Juvenile Justice Week in

(Honors & Dispatches continued on page 16)
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Transitions, continued from page 2

Resignations, continued

AOPC

Dana Faulkner-West - Judicial Automation - help desk
operator

Stephanie Libhart - Judicial Automation - IT manager
Anthony Russo - Judicial Automation - student intern

Joy Vemer - Human Resources - HR analyst

Dan Williamson - Judicial Automation - IT system security
officer

Appointments

Supreme Court Committees

Honorable Robert C. Daniels - reappointed to Civil
Procedural Rules Committee

Nancy H. Fullam, Esq. - designated vice chair of Civil
Procedural Rules Committee

William T. Hangley, Esq. - reappointed to Interest on
Lawyers Trust Account Board

Common Pleas Court Judge Kevin A. Hess - reappointed
to Civil Procedural Rules Committee

Honorable D. Peter Johnson - designated chair of
Criminal Procedural Rules Committee

Common Pleas Court Judge Stewart L. Kurtz - designated
chair of Civil Procedural Rules Committee

Carol S. Mills McCarthy, Esq. - appointed to Domestic
Relations Procedural Rules Committee

Bridget E. Montgomery, Esq. - reappointed to Committee
on Rules of Evidence

Common Pleas Court Judge Lester G. Nauhaus - desig-
nated vice chair of Criminal Procedural Rules Committee
Caroline Roberto, Esq. - appointed to Criminal Procedural
Rules Committee

Common Pleas Court Judge Thomas P. Rogers -
appointed to Criminal Procedural Rules Committee
James R. Ronca, Esq. - reappointed to Civil Procedural
Rules Committee

James C. Schwartzman, Esq. - appointed to Interest on
Lawyers Trust Account Board

Senior Common Pleas Court Judge R. Stanton Wettick Jr.
- designhated member emeritus of Civil Procedural Rules
Committee

Common Pleas Court Judge Margherita Patti Worthington
- appointed to Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board

Other Boards/Committees

President Judge Joseph M. James - appointed to Court of
Judicial Discipline

Magisterial District Judge John T. Robinson - appointed to
Court of Judicial Discipline

Board Matters, continued from page 5

mind seeing a headline in tomorrow’s newspaper
reporting that you engaged in that conduct? (David
Rothman, California Judicial Conduct Handbook,

§1.66, p. 32 (1990).)

These questions will help you to consider how the
conduct might appear to an objective observer:

* Do you benefit personally from the conduct?

* Is the conduct motivated by personal feelings
toward a party or an attorney?

* Is the conduct undignified or does it otherwise
reflect poorly on the judiciary?

* Does the conduct involve contact with a party or an
attorney outside the court?

* Does the conduct make it appear you are doing
something improper, even if you are not?

* Are you personally involved in a legal proceeding
related to any of the parties, the attorneys or the
subject matter of a case brought before you?

* Is the conduct to be engaged in public or private?
14

* Do you, as an individual, have a right to engage in
the conduct?

* Does the conduct offend anyone or make you
appear to be prejudiced or biased?

* Is the conduct law-abiding?

We are grateful for the response to our first column
and invite you to contact us with comments or sug-
gestions about topics for future columns.

We encourage you to visit our Web site at
www.jcbpa.org.

The Judicial Conduct Board does not provide legal
research or legal advice to the judiciary or the pub-
lic. Information in this column should not be con-
strued or interpreted as such. Judges are encour-
aged to contact the Ethics Advisory Committees of
your respective conference or association for adviso-
ry opinions.

[Joseph Massa is chief counsel of the Judicial Conduct
Board of Pennsylvania.]




In the News
o
york 1aity \‘-‘? 1{—*« S

llu i

_-l_l.lll'l-"'"“'.l Omly s 1

g T v

—_— EJ T
W veeds S -
= LR

Both the Sayre Morning Times and the Towanda Daily Review covered the historic swearing in of the Hon. Mau-
reen Beirne as the first female judge of the Bradford County Common Pleas Court.

The Wilkes-Barre Times Leader profiled the Hon. Joseph Musto on his return to the Luzerne County Common
Pleas Court. Judge Musto had left the bench in 1994 to practice law.

The Bucks County Courier Times noted the unanimous confirmation of the Hon. Wallace “Skip” Bateman to a
seat on the Bucks County Common Pleas Court, filling a seat left vacant by retired Judge Kenneth Biehn.

The Chambersburg Public Opinion outlined Franklin County President Judge John R. Walker's plans to retire in
January 2009.

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported how all counties in the state are being given names of potential jurors from
a central statewide jury list compiled by the AOPC. The list was created after a new Pennsylvania law enabled
the court system to tap into information from the state departments of Revenue, Transportation, Welfare and
State.

WTAJ-TV 10 in Altoona said video conferencing in Blair County is growing in popularity as a way to keep crimi-
nal-related court activities moving on schedule.

The Carlisle Sentinel profiled the unveiling of the Pennsylvania judiciary’s revamped Web site.

The Norristown Times-Herald reported how the Montgomery County Common Pleas Court judges’ approval of a
new program is aimed at reducing prison overcrowding.

The Philadelphia Inquirer ran a feature story about a four-day program to induce non-violent offenders in the City
of Philadelphia to submit to the law in the sanctuary of a religious institution. The paper noted how 151 people
with outstanding criminal warrants turned themselves in on the first day of “Fugitive Safe Surrender.”

The Wilkes-Barre Times Leader opined favorably on the Luzerne County drug treatment court, saying it “appears
to work for everybody: the addicts who get admitted to the program as well as the taxpayers who foot the bill.”
The paper concluded the court “deserves consideration for further funding and growth.”

The Allentown Morning Call profiled Lehigh County Magisterial District Judge Donna Butler, who has performed
more than 1,200 wedding ceremonies in her 11 years in office—more than any of the other 13 MDlJs in the
county.

The Lock Haven Express ran a feature story about teen court at the Clinton County Courthouse. Teen court is an
alternative disposition program that uses positive peer influence to alter the behavior of young adults who have
committed non-violent criminal offenses.

The Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise published a story about the Hon. Donna J. Coombe’s decision to retire after a
27-year career as a Columbia County magisterial district judge.

The Lansdale Reporter reported that Montgomery County agencies and organizations devoted to helping those
who are or have been victims of domestic violence held a ceremony dedicated to the late Montgomery County
Judge Toby Lynn Dickman.
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Honors & Dispatches, continued from page 13

Pennsylvania the first week in October. The week-long
celebration recognizing the efforts of juvenile court
included a reopening of the Allegheny County Jail
Museum, premiere of a video chronicling the history of
Allegheny County juvenile court and recognition of sen-
ior judges Patrick R. Tamilia of Superior Court and
Stanton R. Wettick of Common Pleas Court.

*k%x

The Hon. Jack D. Lippart, a Delaware County magiste-
rial district judge, was named vice president of the
Domestic Abuse Project of Delaware County Inc., a
Media, PA-based human services agency.

*k*k

Philadelphia Common Pleas Judge Ida K. Chen was a
guest speaker at a Widener University session on its
new court interpreter program. Judge Chen, who
chairs the interpreter services committee of the Penn-
sylvania Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial
and Ethnic Fairness, was instrumental in the develop-
ment of the program that focuses on Spanish-English
interpretation. Classes are being held over an eight-
month period.

Susan I. Schulman, a judge for Philadelphia Common
Pleas Court, has been elected to the board of the
Greensgrow Philadelphia Project, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting urban agriculture and
social entrepreneurship by reusing land once consid-
ered worthless.

*k%x

Centre County Senior Judge Charles C. Brown Jr. has
been named chairman of the board of the YMCA of
Centre County. The organization was recently created
by the merging of the Bellefonte Family YMCA and
State College Area Family YMCA.

*k%x

The Louis D. Brandeis Law Society and the Brandeis
Law Society Foundation honored Philadelphia Common
Pleas Court Judge Sandra Mazur Moss with a portrait
and a scholarship in the judge’s name. The dedication
recognized Judge Moss for her lifelong devotion to the
bench and the bar. Speakers at the event included,
among others, Supreme Court Justice Jane Cutler
Greenspan, Superior Court Judge Richard B. Klein and
fellow Philadelphia judges Anne E. Lazarus and Eugene
Edward J. Maier.
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